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MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 

Albert  W.  SniLEV,  Proprietor 
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^  Discover)' 


The  discovery,  in  1870,  of  a  remarkable 
lake,  hitherto  largely  unknown,  and  yet 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  New  York  City;  the  pic- 
turesque development  along  its  cliffs  of  a  great  sum- 
mer home,  as  unique,  probably,  as  the  lake  itself; 
the  constantly  widening  growth  of  this  resort  year 
after  year  until  the  interest  in  the  place  has  become  national — this  would 
be  briefly  the  history  of  Mohonk. 


The  traveller  who  journeys  to  Mohonk  for  the  first  time 
flOHONK  Lake  comes  suddenly  upon  a  region,  for  which,  usually,  he  is 
Scenery  quite  unprepared.    With  all  his  roaming  through  many  lands 

and  with  all  his  memories  of  mountain  slopes  and  lakes,  ; 

he  is  not  ready  for  that  remarkable 
combination  that  pre- 
sents itself  along  the 
crest  of  the  Shawan- 
gunk  range.  Rising* 
from  two  valleys,  the 
Wallkill  on  the  east 
and  the  Rondout  on 
the  west,  these  moun- 
tains, sloping  steeply 


BE'^^ 


SKY  TOP 

and  covered  mostly  with  beau- 
tiful   forests,    break    suddenly 
near  the  ridge  into  bold  precipices 
that  conceal  the  gem   of  the  whole 
region— Lake    Mohonk.     From    the 
towering  cliffs  that  rise   directly  out 
of  the  deep  and  v\-onderful  waters  of 
tiie  lake  the  view   is  probably  un- 
equaled  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
for  it  commands   in   a   per- 
fectly unbroken  prospect  tlie 
two    splendid    valleys    from 
the  Hudson  to  the  Catskills 
:ind  embraces  portions  of  six 
states. 


SKY  TOH   ROAU 


The  mountain  on  the  west  drops  away  in  mighty  forest-covered  plateaus 
and  is  traversed  by  endless  walks  and  drives.  The  estate,  covering  over 
three  thousand  acres  and  including  the  mountain  ridge  itself  for  a  length 
of  over  five   miles,   provides  every  charm   of  out-of-door  life.     There  are 


farms  of  a  thousand 
are  in  progress  and 
supply  of  vegetables; 
and  extensix'e 
that  support 


A  acres  where  all  the  operations  of  farm  life 
from  which  tlie  hotel  partly  derives  its 
and  fruits;  there  are  various  orchards 
vineyards ;  there  are  rich  pastures 
«--  a  very  carefully  selected  herd  of 

over  one  hun- 
dred cows,  as- 
suring a  con- 
stant supply 
of  fresh  milk 
and  cream; 
while  fifteen 
acres  are  de- 
voted to  flower 
gardens  alone. 
Fifty  miles  of 
carriage  roads 
and  also  an 
equal  extent 
of  woodland 
paths  traverse  '%.-■  .'the  mountains  in  all 
f  .,         directions,  while  the  roads  themselves  are 

1^^  y^        many  of  them  genuine  engineering  achieve- 

ments and  probably  unequaled  in  boldness  of 
^-  construction  by  anything  in  eastern  America.  They 
are  built  with.^'^  easy  grades,  are  protected  at  all  points,  and,  winding  from 
the  level  of  the  lake  around  the  precipitous  mountains  or  descending  through 
primitive  forests,  green  pastures  and  glens,  offer  every  charm  associated 
with  grand  and  romantic  scenery. 
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THE   DINING   ROOM 


THE  OFFHifc 


OoLr,  BozrriNG 

TENNIS,  BATHING 
BOWLING,  RIDING 
DRIVING,  BICYCLING 


The  golf  links,  free  to  all  guests,  have  been  steadily 
enlarged  and  bettered,  until  the  beautiful  course  winding 
along  the  crest  of  the  hills  near  Mountain  Rest  now 
forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  perfect  series  in 
the  country.  The  grounds  are  reached  over  a  new  road 
curving  in  an  almost  level  course  from  the  lake  to  Mountain  Rest  (a  distance 
of  two  miles),  either  by  an  easy  walk,  or  by  bicycle,  or  by  stages  that  ply 
regularly  to  and  from  the  links.  To  meet  the  demand  for  boats,  the  fleet 
on  the  lake  has  been  increased,  and  there  are  now  fifty-five  first-class  St. 
Lawrence  river  skiffs,  which  are  let  at  moderate  rates.  Three  tennis  courts, 
carefully  made  and  kept,  are  situated  just  west  of  the  house,  and  with 
sheltered  seats  for  observing  the  game.  For  those  who  enjoy  lake  swim- 
ming or  bathing,  perfect  facilities  are  afforded  near  the  hotel ;  for  lovers  of 
bowling,  a  large  alley  is  open  day  and  evening ;  while  nearly  fifty  miles  of 
finely  constructed  roads  offer  the  most  complete  enjoyment  to  wheelmen. 

The  livery  stables,  devoted  exclusively  to  driving  and  saddle  horses, 
have  stalls  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  animals.  The  buildings,  con- 
structed on  modern  and  sani- 
tary principles,  are  in  charge 
of  an  experienced  man  with 
efficient  assistants,  and  those 
desiring  to  bring  their  horses 
and  carriages  can  be  assured 
that  they  will  receive  proper 
care.  The  drives,  not  only 
upon  the  estate  itself  but  in 
the  adjacent  country,  are  not 
surpassed,  perhaps,  by  any  in 
America;  and  to  those  who 
are  fond  of  horseback  exercise  or  of  dri\ing,  the  superh  mad^  Inrm  an 
almost  endless  source  of  pleasure.  A  separate  pamphlet  giving  a  complete 
list  of  drives,  together  with  map  of  same,  and  with  rates  for  carriage  and 
saddle  horses,  may  be  had  on  application. 
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IHL    F'ARLOR 


The  Building 


While  the  unusual  and  romantic  character  of  the  scenery  is 
the  essential  reason  for  the  charm  of  Mohonk,  it  has  been 
Ol  I  nil  nVJUolZ  |:|.y|^  ^i^g  ^-j.^^  ^Yie  avowed  purpose  of  the  owner  to  preserve 
and  increase  that  charm  by  the  creation  of  a  home-hotel  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  scenery  itself,  and  one  that  should  be  conspicuously  free 
from  the  noisier  and  more  assertive  elements  of  society.  The  history  of 
the  house  for  the  last  thirty  years  justifies  that  purpose ;  for,  in  order  to 
meet  the  steadily  increasing  requirements,  the  hotel  has  been  again  and 
again  enlarged  and  improved,  and  the  estate  as  frequently  extended. 


NEW   ItlMiniNGS.   lAKi;   SIDE 


I  IK-  inn>i  recent  change  has  in- 
IIIL  LAIUST    volved  the  entire  removal  of  th 
CiIaXN'CiI:  ^„rmer  "office  building,"  and  ti 

"stone   connection,"   and   a    portion   of   the   "ulj 
parlor  huildinK,"  and,   in  their  place,   the   erection    • 
of  thoroughly   modern   structures  of   iron,   stone   and 
wood.     The   new  "office  building"  contains  on  the  fir*t 
floor  spacious  offices,  reading  alcoves,  broad  verandas,  vu.; 
while  the  second   floor   is  devoted  to  a  new  parlor,  or  social  hall. 
of  noble  proportions  and  dignified  design.     The  hatter  room   is  finished  in 
dark  red  birch,  with  heavy-timbered  ceiling,  and  is  provided  with  a  g.illery 
extending  .across  the  entire  west  end.     The  new  "  stone  building  "  contains 
thirty-two  large  sleeping-rooms. 
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These  improvements,  probably  the  most  substantial  and  attractive  ever 
made  at  Mohonk,  have  enabled  the  owner  to  greatly  increase  the  number 
of  rooms  en  suite  with  baths,  to  introduce  another  large  elevator,  to  extend 
the  public  piazzas  for  several  hundred  feet,  and  to  so  improve  the 
general  plan  of  the  building  that  nearly  all  the  rooms  have" 
private  balconies  commanding  views   either  of  the  lake 
and   Sky   Top,   or   of   the    broad    lawns    and    flower 
gardens,  or  of  the  sweeping  prospect  of  the  Rondout 
Valley  and  the  Catskill  Mountains. 

For  tiie  benefit  of  our  old  guests,  we  beg 
to  state  that  no  building  will  be  carried  on  this 
season. 


VALLtY   SIDE 


Two  Otis  elevators  run  from  the  office  floor,  electric  bells 
I  lODCkJN  ^^iij  electric  lights  are  in  every  sleeping-room,  furnace  or 

IMPROVCMCNTS  steam  heat  is  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  house,  while  all 
the  public  ronms  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  guest  rooms  have  open  fire- 
places or  sto\'es  for  burning  wood. 
Throughout  l'"^-  "^iiafcv^  the  house 
all  plumb- 
ing and 
sanitary 
arrange- 
ments 
are  up 
to  date. 


LAKE  SUMAiER   HOUSES 


Water  Works 
AND  Measures 
or  Sheety 

In   addition   to 
various  protective  ap- 
pliances there  is  a  special 
system  of  water  works  equal 

to  the  demands  of  a  good-sized  town,  with  capacious  stand-pipes  and  hose- 
valves  throughout  the  house — exterior  and  interior.  The  supply  is  drawn 
from  two  reservoirs,  situated  at  an  elevation  of  two  hundred  feet  on  Sky. 
Top,  and  holding  over  a  million  gallons,  thus  assuring  at  all  times  an 
enormous  pressure  and  unfailing  supply  for  any  occasion.  As  a  further 
measure  of  safety  all  boilers,  engines,  pumps,  the  steam  laundry  and  tiie 
kitchen  are  in  buildings  separate  from  the  main  house  and  far  enough  re- 
mox-ed  to  exclude  from  such  source  all  annoyance  and  danger. 


WEUOE   (KH:K.   LAKb   »HUKi:   RUAL) 


Location   This  lake 

AND         '^  '«'^''»t^'^ 

Altitude  •"  Ulster 

County, 
New  York,  near  the 
summit  of  Sky  Top, 
one  of  the  higher 
of  the  Shawangunk 
Mountains.  It  is 
about  fifteen  miles 
west  of  Poughkeep- 
sie  on  the  Hudson, 
and  six  miles  west 
of  New  Paltz.  The 
latter  station  is  on 
the  Wallkill  Valley 
Railroad,  a  branch 
of  the  West  Shore, 
and  is  eighty-eight 
miles  from  New 
York  City.  The 
distance  from  Al- 
bany to  New  Paltz 
is  about  sixty-eight 
miles.  Altitude  of 
the  lake  is  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred 
and  forty-five  feet, 
and  of  Sky  Top, 
one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty 
feet. 
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lAKn  MUMONK   I'ATHS 


How  TO  Reach  ^"  ^'^^  West  Shore  Railroad  there  are  three  trains  daily, 
MOHOMK  I  AKP  ^'^  ^"'^  ^^'^"^  '^^^^'  York — morning,  mid-day  and  evening; 
on  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  and  on  the  Erie 
Railroads  a  morning  and  afternoon  train  leaves  New  York  for  Mohonk,  and 
there  are  also  returning  trains,  morning  and  evening.  The  Hudson  river 
day  boats,  to  and  from  Albany  and  New  York,  make  connections  at  Pough- 
keepsie  and  Kingston  Point  for  New  Paltz.  All  of  these  trains  are  met 
regularly  at  New  Paltz.  Hudson  River  trains  at  Poughkeepsie,  West  Shore 
trains  at  Highland,  and  Poughkeepsie  Bridge  Route  trains  at  Loyd  (Cen- 
terville)  make  connections  by  trolley  for  New  Paltz.  Upon  receiving  suf- 
ficient notice  in  advance  special  carriage  will  be  sent  to  meet  parties  at 
Poughkeepsie,  Highland  or  Loyd. 

During  the  summer  season  a  condensed  time-table  of  routes,  revised  to 
date,  will  be  sent  on  application.  Parties  desiring  to  inspect  rooms  in  May 
will  be  met  at  the  train  upon  proper  notice  being  given,  and  when  wishing 
to  remain  over  night  can  be  comfortably  accommodated. 


^  Before  July  ist  and  after  September  15th,  single  rooms, 

^^HAkJCiC^  rOVl  occupied  by  one  person,  $1$  to  $30  per  week;  double 

ACCOMMODATIONS      rooms,  two  persons,  $30  to  $40  per  week.     Servants, 
$10  per  week.     Pri\ate  batiirooms,  $10  per  week.     Day  rate,  $3  to  $4. 

Beginning  with  the  ist  of  July  and  until  the  15th  of  September,  terms 
for  single  rooms,  one  person,  are  $18  to  $35  per  week;  double  rooms,  two 
persons,  $36  to  $50  per  week.  Servants,  $12  per  week,  and  private  bath- 
rooms, $12  per  week.     Day  rate,  $4  to  $5. 

Weekly  charge  for  boarding  each  horse  is  $7. 
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lAKL   SHUkfc   kOAl> 


General 

iNPORnTTTION 


As  heretofore,  the  house  will  be  conducted  as  a  strictly  TEM- 
PERANCE HOUSE.  It  is  expected  that  visitors  will  not  arrive 
or  depart  on  the  Sabbath.     Dogs  are  not  allowed. 

The  season  of  1900  will  begin  with  Saturday,  May  26th,  and  close 
with  Tuesday,  October  23d. 

A  telegraph  office  is  open  in  the  house  during  the  season.  The  West- 
ern Union  Telegraph  Company  has  a  direct  wire  to  New  York,  and  con- 
nections in  all  directions.  Telegrams  should  be  addressed  to  Lake  Mohonk 
House,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y.,  from  May  26th  to  October  23d.  At  all  other 
times  send  to  New  Paltz,  N.  Y. 

A  post  office  is  located  in  the  house,  and  letters  should  be  addressed 
to  Albert  K.  Smiley,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y.  There  are  four  mails  each  way 
daily,  except  Sunday.  New  York  morning  papers  are  received  at  9:30  a.  m. 
Express  packages  should  be  sent  by  either  National  or  Adams  express. 

An  experienced  resident  physician  is  always  at  hand. 

There  are  two  reading-rooms  in  the  house  which  contain  all  the  lead- 
ing American  and  English  monthly  and  quarterly  periodicals,  weekly  and 
daily  papers,  and  a  very  complete  list  of  books  of  reference.  There  is  a 
circulating  library  of  two  thousand  volumes  in  the  office;  also  a  valuable 
collection  of  books  on  art,  and  another  on  botany,  horticulture  and  garden- 
ing, free  to  guests. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  on  International 
Arbitration  will  be  held  June  6th,  7th  and  8th. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  oh 
THE  Indian  will  be  held  October  17th,  i8th  and  19th. 

Both  of  above  meetings  are  held  in  the  public  parlor  and  guests  of  the 
house  are  invited  to  attend  the  sessions. 


LAKE   Mullu.SK   kuALib 


This  house  is  situated  two  miles  from 
the  lake  on  Huguenot  drive,  and  has 
accommodations  for  eighty  guests.  It 
has  a  commanding  situation,  overlooking 
the  Wallkill  and  Rondout  valleys  and  across  them  to  the  foot- 
hills of  the  Hudson  and  the  Catskill  Mountains. 


Public  rooms,  large  and  pleasant.     Sleeping-rooms,  good  size 
and  well  ventilated.     Bathrooms  are  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water  and  the  most  improved  sanitary  fixtures.     Rates  of  board  : 
$2.1^0  per  day;  ^11  to  $16  by  the  week. 
For  further  information,  address 

J.  Irving  Goddard,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y. 
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